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Dabhol and other coast towns, The decline of the Portuguese power
was accompanied by the rise of that of the Marathas, who under
SivajT established themselves in Ratnagiri (1658-80), defeating the
Bijapur armies, repelling the Mughals, and overcoming the Sidls and
Portuguese. For some years after this the Sidls held possession of
part of the District. The successes of the pirate Kfmhoji Angria led
to his appointment as admiral of the Maratha fleet, and obtaining part
of Ratnagiri as his principality, In 1745 Tulaji Angria, one of his
illegitimate sons, succeeded to the lands between Bankot and Savant-
vadi, disavowed the Peshwa's authority, and seized and plundered all
the ships he could master. The British, in conjunction with the
Peshwa, in 1755 destroyed the piratical forts at Suvarndrug. The
following year, after the destruction of the whole of Angna's fleet,
Vijayadrug was taken. For these services Bankot with nine villages
was ceded to the British. In 1765 Mai van and Reddi were reduced.
The former was restored to the Raja of Kolhapur, and Recldi was
given to the chief of Savantvadi. The wars between Kolhapur and
Savantvadi, carried on for twenty-three years with varying success,
threw the countiy into great disorder, as each party in turn became
supreme. They finally entered into agreements with the British
Government, and ceded Malvan and Vengurla, and arrangements were
made for the cession of the Peshwa's dominions in Ratnagiri. But
war breaking out in 1817, the country was occupied by a military force,
and the forts were speedily reduced. A small detachment was landed
at Ratnagiri during the Mutiny, but no disturbance occurred. Since
the third Burmese War, king Thibaw has been detained there as
a state prisoner.

Ratnagiri contains many forts, some standing on islands, others on
headlands and the banks of rivers, while inland natural positions of
advantage have been strengthened. The age of most of the forts is
hard to fix. Some of them, as Mandangarh, may be as old as the
Christian era; but of this the evidence is very slight. Many are said
to have been built by Raja Bhoj of Panhala at the end of the twelfth
century. But most are supposed to be the work of the Bijapur kings
in the sixteenth century, repaired and strengthened in the seven-
teenth by SivajT. Like those of the North Konkan, the Ratnagiri forts
were neglected by the Peshwas. In 1818, except for the labour of
bringing guns to bear on them, they were easily taken by the British.
Nothing was done to destroy the fortifications. But except a few, all
are now, from weather and the growth of creepers and wall trees, more
or less ruined. There are said to be 365 forts in the District.

Ratnagiri also contains other Hindu and Musalman remains. The
chief are the underground temple of Chandikabai; an old shrine of
Sangameshwar, which is locally believed to date from Parasu Rama's